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DEFINITIONS

» Cognitivism Is a meta-ethical theory that claims that moral
judgments are capable of being objectively true, because
they describe some feature of the world

* Non-Cognitivism denies this; it implies moral knowledge Is
impossible
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SINTTIONS

» Ethical naturalism (natural properties view)
- ethical sentences express propositions
* some such propositions are true

» these propositions are made true by objective features of the world, independent of human
opinion

* these moral features of the world ARE reducible to non-moral terms and (natural) properties

* e.g.:'goodness” and “rightness” could be pleasure
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SINTTIONS

« Ethical Non-Naturalism (non-natural properties view)
- ethical sentences express propositions
* some such propositions are true

- these propositions are made true by objective features of the world, independent of human
opinion

» these moral features of the world ARE NOT reducible to any set of non-moral facts or
(natural) properties

* e.g." "goodness” and “rightness” cannot ultimately be just pleasure; G. E. Moore claimed that
"Goodness” is simple, undefinable, non-natural property.”
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